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Summary of the KRDS2 Cost Data Survey Responses
Introduction
One of the core aims of KRDS2 was to identify potential sources of cost information for preservation of digital research data and to conduct a survey of them. We used our desk research and input from the project partners to prepare selection criteria for identifying appropriate sources of information to feed into our data survey. Our selection criteria and definition of scope for research data for this may be downloaded from the project website.

We prepared a survey proforma to identify key research data collections with information on preservation costs and issues. Between September and November 2009 we made an open invitation via email lists and the project blog and this project webpage for others to contact us and contribute to the data survey if they had research datasets and associated cost information that they believe may be of interest to the study. We incorporated also within our project, partners who contributed to the data survey. This document provides a short overview of the results. 
Overview

13 survey responses were received: 11 of these were from UK-based collections, and 2 were from mainland Europe. Two further potential contributions from the USA were unfortunately not available in time to be included.
The responses covered a broad area of research including the arts and humanities, social sciences, and physical and biological sciences and research data archives or cultural heritage collections. Each survey response is approximately 6-8 pages in length. The BADC response is 22 pages as we have included supplementary material and mappings supplied with the response. DANS indicated that a study of their costs is nearing completion which will provide detailed information of all their operational costs. More detailed cost studies and analyses have also been undertaken at a number of our KRDS2 project partners. Further analysis and discussion of preservation costs for collections at the Archaeology Data Service (ADS), eCrystals (Southampton University), National Digital Archive of Datasets (NDAD) at the University of London Computer Centre, University of Oxford, and UK Data Archive (UKDA) will be available with the KRDS2 final report.

Cost information is available for most of the KRDS2 main activity phases (pre-archive, archive, access, support services, and estates) although the depth and breadth of information available from different collections varies considerably (see individual responses).  Most cost information is relatively recent at least in terms of information which would be amenable to comparative analysis. Most of the data is potentially available for research subject to confidentiality or other terms and conditions.
	Summary of KRDS2 Data Survey Responses



	Collection
	Repository Type
	Cost Information

	
	Research
	Cultural Heritage
	Pre-archive
	Archive
	Access
	Support Services
	Estates
	Dates
	Accessible?

	UK Collections

	ADS
	●
	
	●
	●
	●
	●
	
	2004 - Present
	Possibly

	BADC
	●
	
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	2001 - 2008
	Possibly

	eCrystals
	●
	
	●
	●
	
	
	
	2002 - 2009
	Possibly

	EDINA
	●
	●
	●
	●
	
	●
	●
	2006 - Present
	Possibly

	Linnean Soc
	●
	
	●
	●
	●
	
	●
	2007 - Present
	Possibly

	NDAD
	
	●
	●
	●
	●
	
	●
	1997 - Present
	Possibly

	NLW
	
	●
	●
	●
	
	●
	
	2007 - Present
	Yes

	Oxford
	●
	
	●
	●
	
	●
	●
	2007 - 2009
	Possibly

	Rutherford
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	
	●
	
	Possibly

	UKDA
	●
	
	
	●
	●
	●
	
	2009
	Possibly

	VADS
	●
	
	
	●
	
	●
	●
	2008
	Possibly

	International Collections

	BABS
	●
	●
	●
	●
	
	
	
	
	No

	DANS
	●
	
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	2008
	Possibly


Abbreviations: ADS (Archaeology Data Service), BADC (British Atmospheric Data Service), eCrystals (eCrystals Repository University of Southampton), EDINA (UK Borders Service, EDINA, University of Edinburgh), Linnean Soc (Linnean Society Collection, University of London Computer Centre), NDAD (National Digital Archive of Datasets, University of London Computer Centre), NLW (Welsh Journals Online, National Library of Wales), Oxford (University of Oxford), Rutherford (Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, Science and Technology Facilities Council), UKDA (UK Data Archive), VADS (Visual Arts Data Service), BABS (Bibliothekarisches Archivierungs- und Bereitstellungssystem -The Library Archiving and Access System- Bavarian State Library, Germany), DANS (Data Archiving and Networked Services, The Netherlands)
The survey questionnaire sought to identify cost information available for the main KRDS2 activities in the Pre-Archive and Archive phases. The number of institutions with information on each main activity in the Pre-Archive and Archive phases is also shown in the graph below. Information for some activities is very high (archival storage cost information is available in 100% of the responses). Other more infrequent activities such as disposal (and perhaps also preservation planning) are less well represented. Knowledge of acquisition costs is also relatively low (46%).
Despite the fact that all responses were received from archives, some information on pre-archive costs was forthcoming: either because institutions were also involved in data creation (e.g. digitisation, research experiments) themselves, or because they had access to costs of research projects via funding bodies.
[image: image1.png]Number of Institutions

14
12
10

N

~

Number of Institutions with Cost Information

on specific KRDS2 Pre-Archive and Archive sub-





Data Survey Responses

Individual completed responses to the data survey provide more detail and are available on the project website from the links below.
UK Responses

ADS (Archaeology Data Service) 
BADC (British Atmospheric Data Service,) 
eCrystals (eCrystals Repository University of Southampton) 
EDINA (UK Borders Service, EDINA, University of Edinburgh) 
Linnean Soc (Linnean Society Collection, University of London Computer Centre) 
NDAD (National Digital Archive of Datasets, University of London Computer Centre) 
NLW (Welsh Journals Online, National Library of Wales) 
Oxford (University of Oxford) 
Rutherford (Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, Science and Technology Facilities Council), UKDA (UK Data Archive) 
VADS (Visual Arts Data Service)
 International Responses

BABS (Bibliothekarisches Archivierungs- und Bereitstellungssystem -The Library Archiving and Access System- Bavarian State Library, Germany) 
DANS (Data Archiving and Networked Services, The Netherlands)
1

